CHAPTER XII A HARDY PROJECT
HARDY' s death in 1928 closed an epoch, For long Hardy Burial in and Meredith were the accepted novelists, as Swin- the Alky hrne was the accepted poet, Hardy, the last survivor, was a figure apart. Kipling and Shaw were as famous, Kipling disputed by the young, Shaw by the old. To Hardy homage was paid by young and old alike. Though the minds and motives of men are far from simple, there was an apparent simplicity in Hardy whichendeared him to all who knew him, and the quiet evening of his life made old age appear a beautiful and desirable thing, It was because George Moore realized that he could have neither the respect with which Hardy was surrounded nor the honours offered him, that he made his silly and ill-natured attacks. Burial in the Abbey is the greatest posthumous tribute England can pay to her illustrious sons and this was felt to be Hardy's due. But Hardy, for whom country churches and churchyards hadastrongattraction, left directions that he was to lie beside his first wife in the churchyard of Stinsford, He had always thought to be laid among his own people, and for this he left directions in his will, Finally, it was decided that his heart should be buried in his wife's grave at the little church of Stinsford where his kinsmen lie, while his ashes were to rest in the Abbey, To the Abbey I went, taking a seat beside Henry Nevinson, at the further end of the transept. We found, the Service ended, it was nearby that the ashes were to be interred, The pallbearers were Baldwin, Ramsay MacDonald, Barrie, Shaw, Kipling, A, E. Housman, Gosse and Gals-99